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Marrazw Xxviii. 19. 20. 


Go ye e and teach all nations, baptizing 
mem in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them to 
obſerve all things whatſorver I have com- 
manded you ; and lo, I am with you always 
even unto the end of the world. AMEN, © 


— 


E who are entruſted with the ſacred 
office of the goſpel-miniſtry, often 
find it neceſſary to compare our 

proceedings with the directions given us by. 

our great maſter, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; leſt 
by deviating from theſe directions we offend 

him, and prove unprofitable to you; and 
left, at the end of our labours, when © every 
man's work ſhall be tried, of what fort it 
is,” * we be obliged to take up a lamen- 

_ tation,” and to confeſs with grief and ſhame, 

that © our preaching is vain, and your faith 
is alſo vain.” F A. proſpect ſo alarming as 
this, can hardly fail to awaken every faithful 

miniſter to be jealous over himſelf, and over 
his people © with a godly jealouſy, leſt as 
the ſerpent beguiled Eve, through his ſub- 
tilty ; ſo his mind, or theirs ſhould be cor- 

's bt manga the ſimplicity that 1 is in Chriſt,” f 
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| en. 11 Cor, 30, 10, Ty Ge: x) 2.3. 
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joined upon 18 for your welfare; that you 


' ſeaſons, as ſeveral miniſters have now the 
pleaſure of an interviewin the houſe of God.“ 


(4) 
It appears likewiſe proper, at ſome times, 


even in our public miniſtrations, to lay be- 
fore you, brethren, what our Lord has en- 


may have an opportunity of judging, as you 
have certainly a right to judge, reſpecting 
our fidelity to him and to you. There are 
many ſeaſons when this is peculiarly proper; 
and I imagine the preſent to be one of thoſe 


Hereby as I humbly truſt, both. you and we 


mall be edified together. 


The paſſage I have read. is en © a 


1 proper foundation for ſuch reflections. "i 2 
contains the laſt ſolemn charge of our bleſſed 
"Redeemer to his apoſtles. And it particu- 


larly reſpects their conduct in propagating 


| 

his truth, and in advancing his intereſt and 1 
kingdom in the world; after he had laid 
down his life for our fins, and was riſen from 
the dead; and when he was abont to aſcend 

into heaven where he now lives and reigns { 

at his Father's right hand “making inter- 1 


ceſſion or them that come unto God * 

His: . 
There are two thin bil IL miſtake. not, 
which the generality of profeſſing Chriſtians 
allow; and which I cap therefore venture to 
take for granted, concerning the words of 
my text. That 4 8 are ſtill to be conſidered 
as 


* When, this di Courſe was delivered at Canterbury 
fevera! miniſters were preſent.” + Heb, vii. 25. _ 


er een „ Aa 


„ 
ns a warrant and directory for all miniſters, 


in all parts of the Chriſtian world, fo far as 
their circumſtanceswill admit of the practice 


| of them. —And that this commiſſion is to be 


regarded | in this view, to the end of time. 
For the work here enjoined upon us will 
ever be neceſſary ; and the promiſe ſubjoin- 
ed is a clear proof that the words contain a 
directory for miniſters till that tremendous 
period when we muſt all be called to give an 
account of ourſelves to God; when © we 


mult all appear before the judgment ſeat of 


Chriſt, that every one may receive the things. 
done ia the body, according to that he hach 
done, whether it be good or bad.” * 

It is therefore the duty of all men, but 


| eſpecially of all miniſters, to ſtudy this com- 


miſſion with great ſeriouſneſs and reverence; 


and to reduce its important contents to 


practice. 
Our text e irſelf into two general 
arts. —A direction given by our Saviour to 


his miniſters ;—and ; a promiſe ſubjoined to 
= direction. Let us conſider each di- 
ſtinctly. 


"FIRST. The direction or come 


This conſiſts of three branches. That part 


of our miniſtry which reſpects the uncon- 
verted. The adminiſtration of the ordinance 


of baptiſm to thoſe who are the proper ſub- 
jedcts of it; and the inſtructions we are af- 
terwards to give to thoſe who are baptized. 


%˙—ͤ (14 O08 
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5 6 % 
..) That part of our miniſtry which re- 
ſpects the unconverted. To this our Saviour 
plainly refers when he ſays, & Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations. 
It is a fact well known, that when theſe 
words were ſpoken, the nations were covered 
with darkneſs, and with ſuperſtition and 
_ idolatry of different kinds, and in different 
degrees, in the ſeveral parts of the world, 
Only Judea chiefly, and, perhaps, ſome ad- 
jacent countries, in leſs degrees, enjoyed 
the knowledge of the ſacred oracle. 
The apoſtles were peculiarly devoted to 
the work of preaching, and in an extraor- 
dinary manner qualified for it. And the 
were not, as paſtors now are, placed over 10 j 
- many different churches ; but as their very 
name ſignifies,“ were /ent abroad, and ap- 
pointed to propagate the fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity, in every part of the world, 
were providence opened the way for them, 
and where they obtained admittance. When 
ſinners embraced the goſpel, and were bap- 
tized, churclies were formed, and paſtors 
placed over them, to “ watch for their 
1ouls,” and to build them up in faith and 
| holineſs. This is abundantly clear from 
the epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, and the 
r 
Paſtors of churches have not opportunity 
do extend their labours in any comparable 
» word apc is 
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meaſure, as the apoſtles had. Yet 1 it is very 


manifeſt, that, as we have undeniable proof 


from conſtant obſervation, from univerſal 
experience, and from the current language 
of ſcripture, that mankind are every where 
depraved, and deviating from the will of 
God, and that the goſpef, which is the only 


«dad means of recovering them from this 
dreadful ſituation, is ſill "the fame, and 


to be preached for the ſame purpoſes; I ſay, 
it is from hence manifeſt that all miniſters 


are ſtill under the moſt indiſpenſable obliga- 
tions to take the ſame methods which the 


apoſtles took, ſo far as providence gives them 


opportunity and capacity. Hence follows 
the neceſſity of carefully ſtudying. this come _ 
miſſion, in order to practice what it enjoins. 


I believe we ſhall all acknowledge, Bre- 


thren, that we cannot take a more eaſy and 
ſafe method to underſtand and practice our 


duty in this particular, and rightly to per- 


form it, than if we examine what the apoſtles 
taught mankind, and make it our care and 
| buſineſs to imitate them. But were we to 


trace this matter fully, as it admits, and to 
examine every ſubject contained in their 
diſcourſes, we could not leave time enough 
to improve the other parts of our text. We 


can, however, avoid this labour, by referring 
to ſome compendiums which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath wiſely agd graciouſly cauſed to be re- 
corded, and which will completely anſwer 
our preſent purpoſe. Suffice it, on this o- 
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5 
caſion, to mention two, and more particular- 
ly to conſider one, of theſe compendiums. 
They both reſpect the miniſtry of the apoſtle 
Paul. Paul was not indeed called to the 
knowledge of Chriſtianity when our Saviour 
gave this commiſſion, and much leſs to the 
miniſtry of it; but I perſuade myſelf we 
mall all conclude, that his preaching was 
conformable to that of the other apoſtles. 
The former paſſage I refer to, which 1 
Call a compendium or epitome of his pub- 

lic preaching, is found in his farewell diſ- 
courſe to the Epheſian elders, who met him 
at Miletus, in his journey to Jeruſalem. 
Having laboured three years in thoſe parts, 
be reminds them of the manner in which he 

had conducted himſelf, and the doctrine he 
had taught. Teſtifying,” ſays he, both 
to the Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? The other paſſage of 
this kind is in the apoſtle's vindication of 
himſelf before King Agrippa, and Feſtus 


the Roman governor. Having mentioned 


the glorious deſign of his miniſtry, he in- 
forms them what the matter of his preach- 
ing was, in order to accompliſh that deſign. 
I ſhewed, he ſays, firſt unto them of Da- 


\ . \mmaſcus, and at Jeruſalem, and throughout 


all the coaſts of Judea, and then to the 
Gentiles, that they ſhould repent, and turn 
| 1 | ">: 


* Acts XxX; it; 8 


e 
to God, and do works meet for repent- 
ance. : | 2 | 
Joo avoid prolixity, we briefly conſider - 
the former of theſe paſſages, which, indeed, 
contains nearly the ſame with the latter ; 
and which is evitlently left on record, as a 
compendium of the apoſtle's public mini- 
ſtrations, when he went abroad to convert 
ſinners, and to eſtabliſh churches in the ſe- 
veral parts of the world where he travelled. 
And we may hence clearly and ſafely con- 
clude what we ought to teach men, and 
what they ought to be practical. / acquaint- 
ed with, prior to their baptiſm, and admiſ- 
ſion into..church-fellowſhip. _.. - 


Repentance towards God is mentioned 
firſt in order. Let us conſider what is 
meant by it, and hint at the neceſſity and 


* 


importance of it. 5 1 
EKRepentance is not conviction of ſin. 
Conviction of ſin is no part of repentance. 
Hut it is abſolutely neceſſary in order to it. 
For I ſhall never repent of that which I do 
not ſee the evil and impropriety of. Before 
the Jews repented they were © pricked at 
the heart” by the apoſtle Peter's ſermon. _ 
And in order to bring men to repentance, 
the Holy Ghoſt is ſent to “ convince. the 
world of ſin.” F. Before the prodigal came 
to his father,” he firſt came to himſelf;” 
took a view of his folly, and the miſery 
5 15 B'S con- 
Acts xxvi. 20. + Acts ii. 37. T John,. vi. 
Luke xv. 17, 18. „ 


* 
f 


(. 10. ) 

' conſequent upon it; and then came to this 
ſalutary determination, « I will ariſe, and 
go to my father.” The pſalmiſt relates his 
experience of the matter thus. © I thought 
on my ways,” and then * turned my feet unto 
thy teſtimonies.” But then, from all theſe 
paſſages, it clearly appears, that 5 961,020 | 
is not conviction of {in ; but an effect of it. 
Nor is reformation of conduct repent- 
ance, or any part of it: But when reforma- 
tion proceeds from a right principle, it is 
the effect of repentance. Reformation is 
therefore called * bringing forth fruits meet 
for repentance;ꝰ and © doing works meet 
for repentance. 4 The zree muſt be made 
good, before its fruit can be 8 And 
the heart muſt be turned, be ore the life 
can be properly reformed. It is evident 
there is the ſame difference between repent- 
- ance, and works meet for it, as there 1 Is be- 
© tween the tree and its fruit. | 
Nor is repentance forrow for fi n; put an 
effect of it. «Godly forrow worketh repent- 
-ance.” 2 Cor. vii. 10. Therefore godly 
ſorrow is not repentance itſelf ; but it is ne- 
- __ Ceſſary in order that true repentance may be 
exerciſed, as the cauſe is neceffaty to produce 
the 8 | 

Repentance chen, i is the «Chang gingotturn- 
ug of the mind” as the word leite, | 3 5 | 
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» Mare. iii. 8. apy Aft. xXvi. 20. 1 Mdlawias, | 
A jilavorw, freprie, poſt factum ſapio, & de errore admiſſo 
11 doleo, at cortigam. Paſor in verbom. bo 


n 


- az we underſtand it in common life, © When 


ay committed againſt him, whereby you have . 


therefore, you are cortvinced of your guilt 


before God your maker, and the ſin you have 


provoked the eyes of his glory, have tram- 


pled on his goodneſs, and abuſed his com- 
paſſion, and thereby deſerved his vengeance: ; 


and when in conſequence of theſe reflections, 
you feel ſorrow and grief in your minds; fo 


that you now reſolve by the grace of God to 


_ offend him no more, but, henceforth, to de- 


„ * 


and to purpoſe, according to the prophets 
deſcription, © he turneth away from all his 

tranſgreſſions that he hath committed.“ 

And the direction of the Almighty is, re- 


vote yourſelves to his ſervice, the remaining 
part of your life, this is repentance towards 


God. Only I beg leave to remind you, that 


as this repentance is intard and cordial, ſo is 
it univerſal too. When a-linner repents truly 


pent, and turn from all your tranſgreſſions,” 
Caſt away from you all your transgreſ- 
ſions, &c.“ When you, my dear friends, 


ttuly repent, you confider what evil tempers 


or practices you have indulged yourſelves in, 
_ what part of the will of God you have neg- 


- . lected; and you turn with all your heart from 
* every part of iniquity, both in. amiſjon and 


commiſſion, and reſolve, through divine alſiſt- 


- ance, to“ go and fin no more.“ 


*-4 75 
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* Ezck. xviii. 28, 30, 31. 
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41 12 7 688 
1 aid. both 3 in vimifion and commiſſion ; 
Ne it is evident from our relation to God, 
our dependence upon him, and the whole 
tenor of Scripture, that our neglect or 
omiſſion of duty is abominable in his ſight, 
and brings miſery and ruin on him who is 
olg of it, as well as commiſſion of ſin, by 
oing what the Lord forbids. Hence, o 
name only one paſſage, out of many; we 
have that awfully compaſſionate addreſs 
of the holy prophet, which I pray God to 
irn reſs deep both on your hearts and mine. 
ven from the days of your fathers, you 
? re gone away from mine ordinances, and 
have not kept them. Return unto me, and 
I will return unto you, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts. EWA 
Thus, my dea audience, ye whs vroſeſs to 
be converted, may examine whether your 
| 1 de real, genuine, and ſcri Wes. 
us we call on yon as are confeſſedly un- 
© converted, to turn from all your iniquities ; 
and we affure you all, both profeſſors and 
Ptophane, in the name, and by the authority 
of him who cannot lie, that without this re- 
pentance, there is no hope for you. For 
« except ye repent, ye all all periſh.” + 
25 Becaulk this is a prod? oils fuch awful and 
: * , infinite weight, we who are employed for 
. God, and for you, in the work of the mini- 
| ftry, are ſent out 0 call you to repentance, 
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* Mat il 75 - + Luke xiii, 3, 5. | 8 


E | 
and to uſe every argument, and. propoſe 
every conſideration, which under the direc- 
tion and bleſſing of our great maſter, 1s moſt 
likely.to bring you to © repentance towards 
God. FFT 

But though repentance is one capital part 
of our 6 and ſo ear om the with- 
out it your everlaſting milery is certain and 
. unavoidable; yet we are not to ſtop here. 
Nor are we according to the goſpel lan, 
- authoriſed to aſſure you that this will obtain 
the pardon of your ſins, or your peace with 
God, whoſe holy laws you have broken, and 
whom you have grievouſly offended, We 
Cannot find that our Lord and his apoſtles | 

ever taught this to their auditors; nor did 
the primitive ſaints ever aſcribe their en- 
joyment of theſe ineſtimable benefits to their 
repentance. They never inform us they 
were juſtified, or pardoned, or ſaved by 


their repentance, or through their repent- 


- ance. On the contrary, their uniform lan- 
guage is, that © by grace. they are ſaved, 
through faith, and that not of themſelves, 
it is the gift of God.”* That, © being 
juſtified by faith, they have peace with God, 
through our, Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ T And 
theſe declarations perfectly correſpond with 
the words of our apoſtle, and the account 
he gives us of the doctrine he taught; Which 
was not only © repentance- towards S. . 


- 


e Ephel,ii,8, + Rom, 5. 1. 
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but alſo „ faith towards our Lord Jeſus 
„ 3 129% 
er Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 
or faith in our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, is the ſe- 
cond part of what we are commiſſioned to 
teach mankind. I take it for granted, at 
© preſent, for want of time, that theſe two 
. Phraſes fignify the fame thing. Faith - 
* wards, or in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſigniftes 
a truſt or confidence in him, as a complete Sa- 
viour from fin and-hell,. on the authority of 
the goſpel, which repreſents him as ſuch“ . 
For the illuſtratior of this important ſub- 
ject, I beg your” attention to a few. obſer- 
vations. 111 
5 All men have offended their Creator by 4 
fin; and hereby have expoſed themſelves to 
© is diſpleaſure.” The law which we have 
all broken, pronounces condemnation. a- 
gainſt all the tranſgreſſors of it.. Curſed 
s every one that continueth not in all:things. 
Which are written in the book of the law, to 
do them,“ is the invariable ſentence of it.. 
e The wages of fin is death.“ | To this. 
We are all liable; for, we have all ſinned, 
and come ſhort of the glory of God. 5 We 
: are therefore, whether we conſider i ir or not, 
9 «we are all hy nature, the children of 
Wrath. . 12 From this dreadful ſtate we RE 


* That this 1 is the 1 88 of faith in 
fleſus Chriſt, I have endeavoured to prove at large in the 
ninth Chapter of Fundamentals of Religion in Faith 
and Practice, page 227—255. + Gal. iii. 10, f Rom. 
vi, 23. . 3 om. iii. 23. „ il. 3. | : 
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be delivered; or we muſt lie down under 


the conſequences of it in everlaſting deſpair. 


But we cannot deliver ourſelves from this 


- miſerable condition. It is every man's duty 
to reform his conduct; but it is neither 
conſiſtent with reaſon, nor the goſpel of 


Chriſt, to ſuppoſe that this reformation will 


- procure the pardon of paſt offences. Not 


with reaſon. For if our future obedience 


were perfect, which no ſerious conſiderate 
man will pretend; yet this is no more than 
our duty, and therefore makes no atone- 
ment for what is paſt. - And if our future 
| obedience, after reformation be defective, 
as it certainly is, then we ſtand · in need of 


pardon for this defect, rather than deſerve, 
bon that account, the forgiveneſs of our for- 
mer tranſgreſſions. Unleſs therefore, the 


00 ſpel have revealed it, reaſon can find no. 
0 


undation to hope for pardon on account 


of reformation of conduct. And the goſpel 
aſſerts juſt the contrary. Not of works, 


leſt any man ſhould boaſt. “ Not by 


works of righteouſneſs which we have 
done. f This is the language of inſpiration. 
Feet fallen man is not left in a ſtate. of 
I difpiir; or without hope. Adored be the 
Father of all our mercies, another way is 


opened, which does honor to his juſtice, 


while it demonſtrates the riches of his grace, 


| bd ſuits the condition of poor fallen man. 


8 * Boheſ ii..9 4+ Tit. il. . 
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A way is. opened for guilty man to be made 
happy, which, though human reaſon could 
never have diſcovered ; yet, being con- 


the word of infallible truth, reaſon cannot 
but approve ;-and the ſenſible ſinner will 


God ſo loved the world, that he gave his 


laſting life. Here is the foundation, the 


foundation of all our hope : The Lord 
© hath" laid on him the iniquity of us all.“ 
© Jeſus © his own ſelf bare our fins in his own 
body on the tree. 1 He ſuffered for ſins, 

15 che juſt for the unjuſt, chat he might bring 
us to God: 8 


ee his life for ſinners, there is now a new 
ed upon better promiſes i than thoſe of the 


and by him alone we can approach our of- 
fended God, and be acce „Aer with him. 
= According to the tenor of this covenant, 
* falvation is not works; for “ if it be of 


, Bb grace, it cannot be of works; for. theſe 


are diametrically o ſite to each other. 
— 11 is therefore of th that it might be by 
| ing 1 grace.“ 
| *- John 16. . ÞF Thai. Bi 6. t Pet. i Ll, 24. 


3 | $ Pet, 1. ts. "FU viii, 6 


only foundation, the ſolid, never-failing 


and better covenant introduced, © eftabliſh-- 


trived by infinite wiſdom, and revealed in 


embrace with unfeigned gratitude. For 5 


only begotten Son, that whoever believeth _ 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 


Our bleſſed — WER baving thus laid 


law. Of this covenant he is the mediator; 


F 


bo Works, it is no more ofigrace; and if it be 


7 90 


grace.” And 4 cheering language of 
the . is, that whoſoever believeth on 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhall not periſh, but have ever- 
| laſting lite. “ And by him all that believe 
are juſtiſied from all things.“ And true 
chriſtians can declare, witli holy triumph 
_ © being juſtified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” f 
However, it is neceſſary to be farther 
oblerved here, that whenever a guilty re- 
penting ſinner embraces, and accepts of the 
Jelus as a Saviour to deliver him 
from wrath. to come,” he likewiſe fin- 
cerely accepts him as a king and governor, 
to rule him by his word, and ta renew him 
and ſave him from ſin, by his ſpirit, which ; 
he always gives to thoſe who believe in him; { 
and thus they willingly and chearfully be- 
come his diſciples and followers: 1 5 | 


opens my way to another remark. on theſs _ 


| words of our Saviour, which, perhaps, you 
would think it defective in me to omit. 
You have undoubtedly heard itobſerved, 


that the word watilwealr, here tranflated 


teach, properly ſignifies diſciple, or make 
diſciples, and conſequently, the meaning is, 
„ make diſciples of all nations.” And it is 
readily, granted that this is fre. vently C.the 
5 of the Greek wor Hut then 


it 
17 * 6% 4; A5 x xiii. *. 1 7; 
F 1 Theſl: i. John vii. 38, 39. q I fay 
Jrequently, fe for that] it has not 21 , or alabays this ſig- 
nification is very clear. See Dr. $4 


Mr. . p. 135, &. 


EE: cog: to 


6 


it is equally certain that it never gniftes to 


make diſciples by any other method, than by 
teaching them ; nor 1s It poſlible for mini- | 
ſters to take any other rational method. of 
making people diſciples of Chriſt. Nor is 
there the-leaft appearance of evidence that 
any other method was ever taken by the 


apoſtles. I know, indeed, it has been inti- 
mated, that infants are made diſciples of 


Chriſt, by baptiſm, But this cannot be ad- 
mitted without proof, and proof of it can 
never be produced. Let any one ſhew, if 


he be able, wherein a baptized infant is 
more a diſciple of Chriſt, than one that is 
Aunbaptized. This is a fair and reaſonable 
demand; and till ſome regard be paid to it, 
and ſome proof given that chi dren are 


made diſciples of Chriſt by baptiſm, it is un- 
_ 'reaſonable to deſire, or to ener kan it 
mould be admitted as a fact. 

Here let it be confidered, that men are 
naturally averſe to Chriſt, and purſuing the 


_ way to miſery. They are both ignoraut 


of Chriſt, and their minds are oppoſite to 
him. Both ſcripture and univerſal obſer- 
vation, makes this awfully manifeſt. Now 


it is plainly neceſſary they ſhould be turned 


from their rebellion againſt him, and from 
the ruinous paths of ſin; and be inſtructed 
in the © things concerning the kingdom of 
© God, and ne name "of Jeſus Chriſt ;” * 
SEE: otherwiſe, 


alan <3 0 Ads l. 12. 


„ 


otherwiſe, how can they be expected to give 
up themſelves to him, as his diſciples? And 
whoever reads the Acts of the Apoſtles will 
find that tlieſe firſt preachers did invariably 
ae this n.. ES 
Further; a diſciple is only another word 
for a ſcholar. The church is, (fo to ſpeak) 
the ſchool of Chriſt, All who are willing - 
to give up themſelves to his tuition, are here 


trained vp in the knowledge and practice of 


his holy will; and taught, though in 2 very 
inferior manner, the delightful employments - 
of that happy world, where they ſhall enjoy 
him, and dwell in his preſence, through never 
ending ages. Now can ifents be employed 
in this work ? Are infants capable of givinę 
up themſelves to the tuition of Chriſt ? If it 
be ſaid “ their parents can give them up to 
Chriſt in this ordinance; it muſt be re- 
plied, But who hath authoriſed parents to do 
this? And wherein do children that are ſaid 


do be baptized in their infancy, appear to 
learn of Chrift more than other children? 


Not at all. I appeal, then, to all impartial _ 


men, whether the practice of baptizing in- 


fants be not a mere human tradition; and 
whether the advantages that are pretended 
to reſult from it, be not a mere nothing. 
J add, that this account of our Saviour's 
meaning in the commiſſion, and of the or- 
der in which miniſters are to perform what 
is here enjoined, is yet farther confirmed 
from all the characters given us in the New 
9 e CO ie be ay LTLIeſtament, 


EW) 
Teſtament, of thoſe who were baptized in 


the primitive times. Let vs refer to'theſe 
Characters; and let any man ſay if any one 


of them. be applicable to a ſtate of infancy. 
Thoſe baptized at Jeruſalem, were ſuch as 
* gladly received the word.” * Thoſe bap- 
tized at Samaria were they who © believed 
Philip, preaching concerning the kingdom 
of God, and the name of Jeſus Chriſt — 
Hoth men and women.” F The caſe of the 
Eunuch can admit of no difpute. + Thoſe | 
baprized at rer I * © ho had re- 
ceived the Hol Thoſe baptized 
at Philippi in Lache dia's hoahold, ere called 
brethren ; and 1 * s great diſtance from 
home, her buſineſs ilippi; her having 
no huſband named, and the houſhold being 
called bers; are ry many farther reaſons to 
ſuppoſe thar ſhe had no infants in her houſe- 
hold. Thoſe baprized at Philippi, in the 
jailor's houſhold, were they to whom Paul 
"and Silas ſpake the word of the Lord,” 
and who “ believed in God. ＋ The Co- 
rinthians who were baptized, were ſuch as 
e heard and believed.“ The. houſhold 
of Stephanas, baptized by the apoſtle Paul, 
were och as * addicted themſelves to the 
miniſtry of the faints.” Hence it clearly 
Labs that all who were baptized by the 
Ni MO” rer 


* Ade i n. 44. + A viii 12. 1 Ad. viii. 36. 
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apoſtles, were Sack as were firſt taught re- 
pentance and faith. Hence we alſo learn 
moſt. evidently, —that. the firſt great work of 
miniſters 1s to teach men theſe two great 
articles ;—that we ought not to baptize any 
till theſe two great articles are taught them ; 
and that all who are thus taught, ought to 
be baptized. I only add, on this part of the 
ſubject, that whoever conſiders the parallel 
places in the two other Evangeliſts, will find 
that they. alſo confirm what we have ads 
vanced above. 

Let us now proceed to the ſecond part of 
our Lord's commiſſion; which reſpects 
thoſe who are taught.—* Baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of = 
and of .the Holy Ghoſt.” 

A very little —— is-ſufficient, o 
would think, to ſatisfy an ingenuous 5 5 


who are the perſons intended. y our Saviour, 5 


in the little — THEM, as the ſubjects of 
baptiſm. Criticiſms are ſcarcely needful 


| here; nor have we: time for them, if. this 


were a proper place. But hardly any thing 
can be eaſier than to obſerve, that our Lord 
muſt either mean-< baptizing all perſons i 2 
diſcriminately, ore baptizing thoſe, who 


are taught. The former cannot be his 
intention; for that would authorize mini- 


ſters to baptize all ideots, infidels, r 
and prophane perſons, 0 of every character. 


: Fe this ib fe wild an Interpretation, o con- i 


29 See Mar. xvi. 15. 16. Luke xxir, 47. 
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| (22) 
trary to the tenor of the New Teſtament, to 
the genius of Chriſtianity, and to the com- 
mon ſenſe of all mankind, that it is univer- 
ſally diſcarded. The latter, therefore, muſt 
be our Saviour's meaning; 1. e. Baptizing 
thoſe who are taught.” This ſenſe of the 
words is natural and obvious, and confirm- 
ed by all the paſſages where the characters 
of thoſe who were baptized by the apoſtles 
are mentioned, as we have already ſeen. For 
no man can produce the leaſt evidence of 
any who were baptized by theſe primitive. 
miniſters; but ſuch as repented, received tile 


| word . believed with the heart, &c. 


or made a profeſſion of doing ſo. And as 
the practice of the apoſtles is, unqueſtion- 


ably, the beſt comment on our Saviour's 


directions, it unavoidably follows that this 
is the only meaning of the paſſage. And 
as it is evident, on the one hand, that none 


were baptized by the apoſtles, but ſuch as 
- profeſſed to be inſtructed in the fundamen- 


tals of Chriſtianity ; ſo it is very clear on the 
other, that all who are thus inſtructed, ought 
to be baptized. For as we have no account 


of any who were baptized before they ap- 
peared and profeſſed, to hade received ſuch 


inſtruction; ſo neither have we the leaſt in- 
timation, that any who repented and be- 


lieved in Chriſt Jeſus, neglected the ordi- 


c np 45 pnnes fine 
Iuhat it is the indiſpenſible duty of all who 


© are thus inſtructed to give up themſelves | 


'-- publicly , 


4 
publicly. to the Lord in the ordinance ot 


baptiſm is manifeſt from many conſidera- 
tions: which I have not time now to enlarge 


on; and muſt only beg leave to mention a 
few. of them. Our bleſſed Saviour, our 


great pattern, hath ſet us an example of it.“ 
He ſpeaks of it as a part of righteouſneſs F— 


Chriſt was owned at this ordinance in an 


extraordinary manner, by the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt. F—Rez Jecting this ordinance, 


is & rejefting the counſel of God againſt 


ourſelves,” 9 Thoſe who conſcientiouſly 
attend to it, do herein © juſtify God.“ I It 


is an appointment of our Saviour himſelf, as 


our text ſhews ;—it was practiſed by his 
- apoſtles under his direction, before his death, 


as well as after. It is ©. the anſwer of a 


good conſcience towards God.” **—It- was 


the conſtant praviies of the primitive Chrif- . 


| tians. 9 


It will prokably be ſaid here, that A 
| Perſons to whom the apoſtles preached had 
never been baptized. in their infancy; but 


many profeſſing Chriſtians have; and there- 


fore-need not be baptized again. Conſe- 


quently, the caſe is different now to what it 


was in the days of the apoſtles.” To which 


[ beg leave to give a ſhort Fa 0 Sup- 


the truth of this. ſing you 
lov been ane in your EE Who 


e 
39 See Mat. iii. 4 Ibid. t id. 8 Luk. vi 
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uppointed that you ſhould be baptized then? 
Did Jeſus our great maſter, the only head 
. "of the church? If he did, in what place of 
- 'Scripture is this appointment found ? It is 
generally granted by thinking and candid 
men, that we have neither expreſs command 
for, nor example of, the Baptiſm of Infants 
in the Scriptures. But certainly, every po- 

" *fitive inſtitution requires an expreſs com- 
mand to authorize and eſtabliſn the practice 
of it; and every wiſe lawgiver will take care 

that ſuch expreſs command be given; eſpe- 

cCially when it can be done with the greateſt 
eaſe. The wiſdom of the bleſſed Jeſus will 
not I truſt be doubted by any of you. 

And could it be kind of our Saviour, or 
conſiſtent with his other declarations and 
manifeſtations of love and compaſſion to his 

"followers, to expect them to perform a duty, 
of which he has not ſaid à ſingle word? 

. To ſuppoſe that infant baptiſm is according 
to his mind, and that he meant it to be in- 
cumbent on parents to baptize them, when 
be has never ſaid a word about it, is ſuch a 
reflection upon his wiſdom aud kindneſs, as 

T hope chere is no true Chriſtian vg would 


* Py 


e ie ee e ee, Nen 
44 5 2 - 2 EIS | 
2 It follows then, brethren, that as our 


; jafant-baptifin, There is no di che- 


"tween the Prefent and the primitive times,, 


"Put what is made by man; and conſequent- | 


ly ought to be correfted, Whatever is 
fn introduced 
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introduced by man ſince the Scripture was 


completed, is an innovation, and requires 
reformation in the church of Chriſt. Such 
a practice is not a Chriſtian practice, becauſe 


not found among the Chriſtian inſtitutes. 
If Jeſus, the Chriſtian law-giver, have not 
commanded infant-baptiſm, it is certain 
that infant-baptiſm is not Chriſtian baptiſm. 


You may then with ſafety, and you ought, 


in allegiance and ſubjection to your great 
and only Lord and law-giver, to relinquiſh 


all regard to your iufant-baptiſm, to account 
it of no importance; and to give up your- 
ſelves to your bleſſed Saviour in his own 
inſtitution, and be baptized according to 
his own appointment. Infants are not com- 
manded to be baptized. No man is com- 


manded by Jeſus to.baptize infants. Infants 
cannot be included in the grand commiſſion 
before us. We have no account of infants 
being baptized. by the Apoſtles. Therefore 
infant-baptiſm is no inſtitution of Chriſt, _ 

Theſe remarks are made upon the ſuppo- 
ſition that you were really baptized in your 
infancy. But if you were only ſprinkled in 


your infancy, you never were. baptized at 


: all. For COR is not baptiſm. And 


conſequently-this is another reaſon why you 
ought-now, if truly converted, to be bap- 


tied in the name of the Father, and of the 


2£Þ if 


Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt,” _ 
When I thus freely aſſert that * ſprink- 


ling is not baptiſm ;” it is natural and rea- 
| | To | 


ſonable 
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ſonable for youn to expect that I ſhould give 


ſome proof of it. The proof, brethren, 


that might be given, is abundant, and it is 


eaſy. But among ſo many other important 
ſubjects, I cannot pretend to enter largely 
upon it, within the limits of one ſhort diſ- 
courſe. | Inſtead of this enlargement, for the 


preſent, I beg your careful attention . 


following hints. 

That che word Banka, which we eder 
to baptize, properly ſignifies 10 immerſe or dip, 
is a truth that has often been abundantly _ 

proven, and is generally granted by men of 
learning and candor of all parties. I know 
the greateſt part of my preſent audience are 
unable to judge for themſelves on this ſub- 
ject, and therefore I ſhall not enlarge upon 
it, leſt I ſhould ſeem to be taking the ad- 
vantage of your want of ſkill in languages, | 
If any of you be able to examine the ſub- 
. geft for yourſelves, I am well aſſured, and 
I venture to aſſert, that you will find theſe 
two things to be undeniably evident. (1.) 

That this word never, in any good author, 
ſigniſies to pour or ſprinkle ; and (2.) That 


its native, proper, and genuine ſignification 


is, to immerſe or overwhelm. Thoſe who 


have not capacity or leiſure for this, may, 
I am perſuaded, have ſufficient evidence in 
the matter, by reading the authors who have 
written on the ſubject. I think whoever 
cChuſes to take this trouble will be ready to 
join with the great Biſhop Boſſnet in _—_ 


0 ae I 
that «to baptize ſignifies to plunge, is 
granted by all the world.“ Nov if it be 
true, as it will certainly be found true, on 
examination of the ſubject, that ſprinkling 
is not baptiſm ; but a quite different thing, 
that has no relation to it, nor connection 
with it, it muſt be evident, that thoſe who 
have only been ſprinkled were never bap- 
tized; and that the ſprinkling of infants is 
not Chriſtian baptiſm. _ ge 
'There are, however, other conſiderations, 
level with every capacity, which ſufficiently 
evince that Chriſtian baptiſm is immerſion, 
and not ſprinkling. I mention two of 
theſ e. 241 ; 4 Sr 98 
(1.) The places where the ordinance. 
was adminiſtered. Thoſe baptized by ohn 
the Baptiſt, were baptized in the river Jor- 
dan. ls it uſual to go to rivers to ſprinkle 
a little: water on the face? Do they who _ 
practiſe ſprinkling at this day, go to rivers 
to perform it? Would it not be ridiculous 
if they did? Do you think this good and 
wiſe man would act ſuch a ridiculous part? 
Does not his baptizing in the river then, 
appear to be inconſiſtent with the practice 
of ſprinkling? But conſider him as dipping 
the people in the river, and then all is plain, 
orderly, and wiſe, becoming à minſter of 
the great God, all whoſe works and direc- 
tions are wiſe and good. In another place 
we are informed that John was baptizing in 
31 TSSOP 
J —· Ma; Mig 1c: 


(a) 


ne near to Salim, becauſe there was 
much water there.”* No perſons who ſprinkle 
only, chuſe places where there is much wa- 
ter for the performance of it? Is it neceſſary 
that they ſhould ? Is much water required 
for that practice? Is not any place, capable 
of being inhabited, ſufficiently ſupplied with 
water for the purpoſe of ſprinkling? And 
would it not be a ſtrange reaſon aſſigned, if 
it was ſaid © a miniſter was /prinkling people 
at non becauſe, there was much water 
there?“ Is it not known to every one that 
one ſingle ſpring, and chat a very weak one 
too, would. ſupply any miniſter» with more 
water than he could regularly uſe for the 
_ purpoſe, ſuppoſe he were continually em- 
ployed in the practice? But if John in- 
merſed theſe perſons, as he certainly did, the 
reaſon aſſigned is clear and obvious. e Bec. >: 
cauſe there was much water there.” There 
wy many places not ſuitable for baptizing, 7 
e. immerſion, becauſe there is not much 
5 ee But there was much water at Anon, 
which made it convenient for the purpoſe. 
Therefore John was baptizing, i. e. dipping 
at non. I leave it, brethren, to your 
conſciences, to determine whether the paſſage 


be not clear, and the reaſon proper, if Jun 


dipped theſe perſons. It is ſaid, concerning 
Philip and the Eunuch, that they came to 
a certain water —and Philip baptized the 
| Evauch: 7 But why ein this be delayed 
till 


* __ 11. 23. 4 een 36, 38. 
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till they came to a certain water, if Philip did 
not immerſe the Eunuch? Is it rational to 
believe that they could not meet with water 
enough to ſprinkle a few drops on one ſingle 
perſon s face, till they came to a water into 
which they could both go down; as the ſa- 


cred hiſtorian informs, us they did? And 


it would be very unnatural,” tays a great 


man, „ that they went down to the water, 
merely that Philip might take up a little 
water in his hand to pour on the Eunuch. 
A perſon of his dignity had, no doubt, many 
veſſels in his baggage, on fuch a journey, 


through ſo deſart a country; a precaution | 


abſolutely neceſſary for travellers in thoſe 


parts, and never omitted by them.“ Now . 
can any thing be more natural than the ſa- 
creed hiſtorian's account of this matter, ad- 


mitting that Philip dipped the Eunuch ? And 


ar. 3 thing be more unnatural, if Flip 


ſprinkled him? 


we A Confider the circumſtances mention- ; 
ed by the holy writers, attending the baptifm 


of John's diſciples, our Saviour,. and 'the. 
Eunuch particularly ; and judge for your- 
ſelves, whether theſe are more conſiſtent 


with dipping or ſprinkling. When we are 


informed that the river Jordan. was the place 


where John baptized, it is the moſt natural 
thing in the world, to ſuppoſe that he did Ho 


not ſprinkle thoſe who came to his baptifm. 


It is fo much more commodious, eaſy, and 
1 expe- 


„Dr. Dodaridge in Loc. 
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expeditious, to have the water, for that pur- 
poſe, brought in a proper veſſel, into ſome 
convenient room, that, one would think, 
the impropriety of going to perform it at a 
river, muſt ſtrike the moſt ſuperficial thinker. 
And hence we obſerve continually that 
ſprinkling is never performed at rivers ; but 
in the manner I have juſt now mentioned. 
And I am perſuaded that any man who 
had ever ſo great a number to ſprinkle, 
. . would hazard his reputation as a man of 
_ ſenſe, if he were to go and ſprinkle at a 
river; his conduct would wear abſurdity on 
828 very face of it. : 
We are not, however, left to adore. 
in the caſe. We are expreſsly told that the 
people were baptized of John ix Jordan ;* ; 
and that © they were all baptized of him in 
the river of Jordan” f which would be 
more abſurd and unaccountable ſtill, if bap- 
tizing ſignified ſprinkling. Would any man 
of ſenſe take ſuch a number of people into 
ſo large a river, in order only to ſprinkle 
their faces? It is ſaid of our Saviour, I cewiſe, 
that © he was baptized of John in Jordan. 4 
To ſet every thing before us in the cleareſt 
light, and to leave no room for doubt on 
the ſubject, we are farther informed, when 
our Saviour was baptized, in Jordan, he 


_-« went up ſtraight way out of the water.“ 


5 880 venture to aſk again here, does not 

; | Qur 
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our Saviour s coming out of the water olain- s 
ly fuppoſe, if the ſcripture had not told us 
ſo, that he was we apc in it ? But when 


both theſe circumſtances are expreſsly af- 
firmed, there is not any room for hefitation. 
Is it rational to imagine he had been in it 
for the ſake of being ſprinkled ? Do any 
now go into rivers for that purpoſe ? Were 
any ever known to do it? Would it not be 
deemed ridiculous if they did? 


The hiſtory of Philip and the Eunuch is 1 


equally clear and circumſtantial. 8“ A 
they went on their way, they came unto a certain 
water: and the Eunuch ſaid, ſee, here is water, 
what doth hinder me to be baptized. And 
_ Philip ſaid, if thou believeſt with ail thine heart, 
thou mayeſt. And be anſwered and ſaid, I be- 
lieve that Jeſus is the ſon of God. And be com- 


manded the chariot to ſtand ſtill: and they went 


dom both into the water, both Philip and the 
Eunucb, and be baptized him. And when they 
waere come up out of the water, the ſpirit of the 
Lord caught away Philip, that the Eunuch ſaw , 
bim no more. Here the obſervations are;— _ 
that Philip and the Eunuch came o the 
water, before the diſcourſe between them 
reſpecting baptiſm | began. —That ar the 
water, the Eunuch propoſed himſelf as a 
ſubject of baptiſm ; and made a profeſſion 
of os faith.— That Philip, having obtained 
atis faction reſpecting the genuineneſs of his 
15 faith, went down with him into the water: : 
e not 


8 See Af viii. 6 0. 


„„ 
not 70 it ; for they were come 70 the water, 
before the Eunuch mentioned his being 
\ baptized. But when they had converied 
awhile at the water, after they were come 
to it, they then went down. both into the 
water, both Philip and the Eunuch.— And 
then, when they were both zu the water, 
Philip baptized the Eunuch.— When the 
Eunuch was baptized, they came up cut ef 
the water. Theſe are the circumſtances, 
related with that ſimplicity which is ſo 
culiar to the facred writers; and which 
\, , _ renders all their narrations at once ſo in- 
telligible and ſo beautiful. But I will 
- neither conſume' your time, tire your pati- 
ence, nor affront your good ſenſe by a formal! 
proof that all theſe circumſtances are clearly 
in favor of the immerſion of the Eunuch; 
but perfectly inconſiſtent with a ſuppoſition 
that Philip /prink/ed the Eunuch. | 
Many other arguments might be eaſily ad- 
duced to prove that chriſtian baptiſm is not 
, ſprinkling, but immerſion. But I muſt not in- 
duige myſelf in a farther proſecution. of the 
ſubject. The reſult is, that it is evidently 
the duty of all who would in this, as in other 
inſtances, approve themſelves the genuine 
-difciples of Jeſus, to be immerſed in water, 
« in the name of the Father, and of the 1 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.” | : 
The Engliſh phraſe, © in the name of,” © 
common lite, evidently ſignifies, “ by tbe. 
brit of” —thus 3 cg executes a mel- 
1 tage, 4 


8 — * + 
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ſage, or - tranſacts-bulinefs in his maſter's 
nume; 1. e. by his maſter's authori/y, and as 
his repreſentative. And this appears clear- 
. to be the exact ſignification of it, in 
ſeveral places of ſcripture. And it. is cer- 
tain that miniſters baptize believers ed 
divine authority. 3 this 
is frequently ſo underſtood and ex N 
Vet L think I ſhall hardly do Fae to our 
Saviour's words here, if I do not obſerve, 
that ſo far as I recollect, wherever we find 
the ſame phraſe, in our Engliſh bibles, in 
this ſenſe, the conſtruction of the Greek 1 is -- | 
different from that in the text before us. 
By conſulting the original, ànd compar-. 
ing the text with ſome other paſſages of lie 
conſtruction, f I believe it will appear, that 
& in the name of, here ſignifies © into the 
worſhip or profeſſion of, the Father, Son, * 
and Holy, Ghoſt.” To give a public teſ- 
timony of our devotional. regard to the 
reed Three and to make a pan pro- 
| X „„ _ fefſion 


e ws 70 ovpeee, — all. the A referred to * 0 
think we hnd, both in the Septuagint and the New . 
Teſtament, not tig ro o, which is our Lord's phraſe 
ia me commiſſion ; but £71 Tw avojealt, or e Tw _— 
The reader may conſult 1 Sam. xvii. 45. 1 Sam. XXV. 
59.  Ezrav. 11. Jer. xx. . in the Septuagint, and 
Mar. xvi, 17. John v. 43..x. 25. Acts iv. 17. 18. v. 28. 
40. xvi. 18, Kc. Greek. + We have the like con- | 

fſtruction, Rom. vi. 3. 1 Cor. 1. 13: 14. x. 2. Gal. iii. 27. 
And I] think theſe paſſages confirm the ſenſe 1 have given 
of our Saviour's words, though the Syriac in Tramellius, 
Peagnine, and ome others, —_— it in nomine, ccc. | 


ey. 


feſſion that we have relinquiſhed the ſervice 
of fin and the world; and are now begin- 
ning to be dependent upon, and * N 


= — 


for, the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt; the 
remaining part of our lives. 

It is very evident, that which eber of 
theſe interpretations of the words be pre- 
ferred, the expreſſion is quite inconſiſtent 
with the practice of infant-baptiſm. Can 
it be truly ſaid that infants are baptized by 
the authority of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt? Where is any ſuch authority 
found? In what part of the bible does it 
lie? Or, can it be truly ſaid that infants are 
baptized into the profeſſion, or worſhip of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ? With 
What propriety can this be afferted ? Do 
children who are baptized in their infancy 
make any profeſſion of the ſacred three, or 

do they worſhip the ſacred three, more than 
thoſe who are not baptized in their infancy ? 
1 is certain they do not. And therefore, 
however we underſtand the words, they are 
evidently inapplicable to the baptiſm of 
- infants. But in either ſenſe, they are. 
plied with ſtriking propriety, to the beptiln 
of believers. For every conſiderate and can- 
did man will acknowledge this was per- 
formed by divine authority; and that when 

the bleſſed Jeſus, our great example, at- 
tended to this ordinance, the Father, and 


the Holy Ghoſt, gave teſtimony of their ap- 


Ee * it. . Wat en do, 
| #7. 029] in 
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in this ordinance, make a publie profeſſion 
of their belief of, and regard to, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is equally manifeſt, 
and univerſally known. 
It cannot, indeed, rationally be fuppoſed, 
that perſons lately converted, have, in ge- 
neral, diſtinct views of any of the different 
methods of explaining the doctrine. of the ' 
Trinity. This is confeſſedly one of the 
e deep things of God,” which many ancient 
Chriſtians, and even many eminent miniſters 
are not ſo clear in as they ſometimes wiſh to 
be. And ] believe the generality of think- 
ing and candid men will acknowledge that 


the Scriptures themſelves are not very e- 


plicit either as to the modus of that diſtinc- | 
tion, or: the nature of that union which 

ſubſiſts in the ſacred Three: becauſe. it 

does not, by any means appear to be the 
deſign of the bleſſed God, that we ſnould 
enter into curious and nice diſtinctions con- 
cerning the manner of his exiſtence. Nor 


5 does it appear, after all our laborious - 


ſearches and enquiries, that we are capable 
with certainty, of making theſe diſtinctions. 


For who by ſearching can find out-God? _ 


Who can find out the Almighty to perfec- 


tion.“ ? It is therefore abſurd to ſuppoſe th 


that perſons who Join. in church-fellow 
_ ſhould: at that time, be much acquainted 
with mea) 8 1 „ NP r For 
7 B 6 that 
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that would ſuppoſe them proficients in di- 


vine knowlege, when they enter into the 


ſchool of Chriſt. But that the Father is 
the ſource of wiſdom, ſtrength, and com- 
fort, and of “every good and perfect gift; 
That theſe are all to be enjoyed through the 
Son; the © only mediator ;” by the Spirit. 4 


in which way alone, we © have acceſs to 


the Father; - theſe are doctrines. clearly 
revealed; and without the knowledge of 
them, no man can be notionally a Chriſtian : 


nor any man practically one, who has not 


learnt, in a meaſure, a practical regard to 
them; that is who has not learnt, in this 
manner, to draw near to: God, as the foun- 
tain of all his happineſs. It ſeems to me, 
therefore, that this is a neceſſary profeſſion, 


and the oy profeſſion, with reſpect to the 


Trinity, that is neceſſary to be made by 


young converts, when they are admitted to 


the ordinances of the church of Chriſt. 
III. We proceed to that part of our Sa- 
viour's directions, which reſpects thoſe who 


are baptized “ Teaching them to obſerve 


all things whatſoever I have commanded 
yon.” Tou have been taught, brethren, 


before you come into church fellowſnip, and 
you want teaching ſtill. You who © have 


believed through grace,” and are baptized, 
and admitted into our Lord's family on 


earth, are now to be trained up in know- 
ledge and holineſs, for his glorious manſions 


N 


+ Jam, i, 17. I Epheſ. i. 18. 
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in heaven. You, who know yourſelves, are 
very ſenſible that you are ſtill ignorant of 
many things; and want much farther in- 
ſtruction than you have hitherto received. 
And the evidence of this will encreaſe in 
proportion to the aaa and enlargement 
of your underſtanding. We, your miniſters, 
though alas, tod ſhort- ſighted and defective 
ourſelves, are appointed to give you this 
needful inſtruction. 

I may venture to obſerve here, that 
though our Engliſh verſion has the word teach 
in both theſe verſes, yet the Greek words are 
different, and ſeem to be a little different in 
ſignification. At leaſt the meaning of one 
appears to be more extenſive than that of 
the other, The former denotes that teach- 
ing which is neceſſary to bring us into the 


church as the ſchool of Chriſt. — The latter 


ſignifies the farther inſtruction which is ne- 


ceſſary to make a perſon acquainted with Do 


the knowledge and practice of every. duty, 
that he may be © thoroughly furniſhed -unto 
all good works.” By the firſt, we perſuade 
men to become our Lord's diſciples, or icho- 
lars ;—by the ſecond, we inftrut? them, as his 
diente or ben wr in all the divine will.“ 
Baptiſin 


* Mabrlzua Aiflinguitar a de eo quod wuatrileu gu 


j t eos docere & erudire qui a magiſterio & doctrina noſtra 


alieni ſunt, ut diſcipuli reddantur: Nau vero docere 
Agnificat eos, qui jam diſcipuli redditi ſunt, & magiſte- 


rio noſtro jam addicti; quæ duæ notiones hic optime. 


concurrunt JNovarin. apud Leigh, in een lahrhun. 
Vid. & Poli ee in . | 
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Haifa is an important duty, as it is en- 


joined by the Lord of glory, and enforced 
by his own example, and the examples of 


all the primitive Chriſtians, and by many 
other ſolemn conſiderations ; yet it is far 


from being the whole of duty. It is only as 


the porch in the houſe of God, where his 

_ - family are all to be employed, as capacities 
and circumſtances admit, for the honour of 
his great name, and the promotion of his 
= intereſt. You come into this houſe of God, 


my friends, not to loiter and trifle, and to 


<< ſleep as do others; but to exert your- 


* 


ſelves in his ſervice. Yet our Saviour's 
work is not ſlavery. „ His yoke is eaſy, 


and his burden is light.. In keeping his 
commandments there 1s great reward.” And 


when your work 1s done, there-is a crown 


of glory for you that fadeth not away.“ 


The bleſſed Jeſus has done much for you; 


and you profeſs to love him becauſe he 


firſt loved you.” If ye. love him, keep 


his commandments” _ Shew. your, love to 
him in all your conduct, by your ſteady 
ealous regard to univerſal holineſs. Should 


he not reward our obedience at laſt, he has al- 
ready laid us under everlaſting obligations to 


ſerve him with all our might. And after all, 


we are infinitely indebted to him. But in 


his ſuper · abounding love, he has frequently 
aſſured us, that he will reward every man 
according to his works.” 10 upon it, 


3 ö that wan You are 


ithfully and 
diligentiy | 


Try 


diligently employed for him on earth, you 
are © Jaying up treaſures in heaven.” 
We are to teach Jou, brethren, to“ 65 
e all things.” Chriſtianity is not merely 
4 ſubject of ſpeculation. It is a practical 
thing. The great object it has in view, and 


where it is influential, infallibly ſecures, is 
unreſerved obedience to Jeſus Chriſt, as the 


head of his church. It is far from being | 
 fufficient to know the mind of Chriſt. - Bu 
« if ye know theſe things happy are ye, i if 
26 do chem. »* Bleſſed are they, and only 
they, who hear che word of God and keep 
it. | 

"We muſt reach you to obſerve theſe things. 
It is not enough for us to inform you what 
is your duty ; or to remind you of it. We 
- muſt not only teach you what is to be done, 
but bow you are to perform it right, as the 
word ef God directs you. And we muſt 
| enforce and charge it upon your conſciences, 

every rational and ſcriptural argument 
ve can think of; always teſtifying, that if 


1 hope to be happy, while you are 


ee hearers of the word, and not doers of 
it, you “ deceive your own ſelves.” TE 
You muſt obſerve ALL things, whatſo- 
ever our Lord hath commanded.” The fame 
authority which eſtabliſhes one duty, eſta- 
bliſhes every duty. And it is an authority 
of infinite weight. It is the character of an 
e to e one e duty and negle&t _ 
1 78 anot ler . 


I  Jaba ili 17, + Los xi, 4. 4 foal i, 22. 
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i Thoſe whom our Saviour accounts 
his friends, are thoſe who, © do whatſoever 
he commands them.“ And the character 
of thoſe who arrive at heaven, is, that. they 
follow the Lamb witherſoever he goeth. 
Nor can any one have the leaſt ſcrip 224 
hope of entering thoſe bliſsful 8 who 
lives in the neglect of one ſingle branch of 
. known duty. Not becauſe duties are the 
foundation of our acceptance with God; 
*. but becauſe ſuch neglect is inconſiſtent with 
regeneration, without which we © cannot 
ſee the kingdom of God.” & 5 
c Whatſoever 7 have COMMANDED you, 
ſays our divine maſter. For nothing can 
be a part of religion, or acceptable to God, 
which has not the ſanction of divine autho- | 
_ rity. There have been many things; ſince 
- our Saviour's death, as well as before, in- 
vented, recommended and enjoined by men. 
But ſubmiſſion to human authority in mat- 
ters of religion, is, ſo far, a virtual renun- 
ciation of Chriſtianity; and of the great au- 
thor of it, our only maſter. It is, in the 
apoſtle's account, Not holding the head, 
from which all the body, by joints and bands | 
having nouriſhment miniſtered, and knit 
- together, increaſeth wich the increaſe of | 
| Sad. c f 
Li When our Lord fas 5 Whatdvever 1 have 
Fe 1g | commanded 5 5 he e refers both 
| bs. 
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eee Res 
to what he taught his apoſtles after his xe- 
ſurrection from the dead, and what he 


taught them in the days of his fleſh, before 
his death. The night before his death, he 


told them he had many things to ſay to 


them, but they could not bear them at that 
time;“ and after his reſurrection, before his 
aſcenſion, « he gave commandments to 
them,” and ſpake to them of the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God, f namely by 
the golpel diſpenſation, which he was then 
ſending them to eſtabliſh in the world. So 
that though we do not find a circumſtantial 
relation of all which they taught being en- 
joined them by our bleſſed Redeemer, yet 
we have ſufficient evidence, that they pro- 
ceeded exactly according to his directions, | 
after he aſcended into glory. 
I therefore obſerve, once more, that 
| whatever inſtructions are given, and what- - 
ever duties are enjoined or recommended, 
in the miniſtry or writings of the apoſtles; 
theſe are the will of our Saviour, and muſt, 
as we would anſwer it with pleaſure to him | 
at the great day of account, be attended to, 
and practically regarded by all his profeſfed . 
followers. Theſe we muſt teach you. Theſe 
you mult take care, through divine aſſiſt- 
ance, to oblerve and practice. | 
-SECONDLY. Our time is elapſed ; | 


and therefore I ſhall only intreat the conti- 


- Nuance of your- patient attention to a very _ 
Epos: | few 


* John xvi, 12 8 + AQsi.2. 3. 
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I few words, to illuſtrate our Saviour's chear- 
ing promiſe annexed to this weighty com- 
miſſion. Lo I am with you always, even 


unto the end of the world. Amen.” 
Jeſus very well knew the difficulties that 


© his ſervants would have to undergo, in his 
ſervice. He well knew that © the carnal 
- mind is enmity againſt God, and would 


_ raiſe oppoſition againſt all who ſhould be 


e on the Lord's ſide.” He knew that 


Satan, the-arch-enemy of all good, would 


_ exert his infernal rage and power to obſtruct 
-them. He knew that his miniſters were 


« men of like paſſions with - others ;” and 


would ſtand in need of divine aſſiſtance.— 
He knew that his truths and ordinances 
would be contrary to the ſpirit and temper 
of worldly men; Land therefore; his mini- 
ſters would always want a friend to ſtand 


by them; and he aſſures them ſuch a friend 
ſhould never be wanting; a friend who 


could never be defective in wiſdom, power, 
or love. He pledges his veracity that they 
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ſhall conſtantly enjoy his preſence. Jam 
with you always.” However arduous your 
5 labors; — however diſcouraging your cir- 


cumſtances however potent your adver- 
ſaries ; whatever neceſſities or dangers Jou 


are in: —“ Lo, I am with you always.” - 


« ] am with you,“ —to obſerve what 


work you are employed in; what your de- 
fects are; — what difficulties you labour un- 


der hat dangers attend you hat ene- 
| mies 
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mies ſurround you; what you endure, and 


what you want ;—I will carefully obſerve 
all.“ I am with you,” to comfort your 


minds, to refreſh your ſpirits; to invigo- 


rate your mental powers ;—to fortify you 
with courage; to relieve your neceſſities ; 


—to remove your fears; to confound your 
foes ; —to be your ALL IN ALL. Only 


be attentive to my concerns ;—exert your- 


| ſelves to advance my kingdom ; to ſerve 
my intereſt ; to propagate iny truths ; to 
adminiſter my. ordinances faithfully, ac- 


| - cording to my direction, and J will not fail 
to be your faithful, Saufen, ever-preſent 7 


friend and helper. 


e c Amn WILIEH: you.“ The apoſtles were 
do be ſcattered abroad into various parts of 
the earth, as his miniſters and people have 


been ſince. Vet bleſſed be our dear Re- 


_  deemer, he is every where preſent; and can 
be with them at all times, and in all places, 
to make them happy and uſeful; and he 


will be thus preſent with them. Let all his 


. miniſters now preſent, rejoice in this kind 
promiſe; and go forth to every part of their 
work © in the ſtrength. of the Lord their 
| God.” And let all his feeble followers re- 
Jjoice in the ſame cheering conſideration, .in_ 
the ſame reviving truth: for though theſe 
A 3 and condeſcending words are ad- 


eſſed more immediately to thoſe who 


Wy labor in the word and doctrine; yet all 
his ſincere eee ep the ſame authority 
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to aſſure themſelves, that they ſhall not be 
deprived of this invaluable bleſſing. For 
he hath mercifully ſaid “ Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, 
there am ] in the midſt them 
e am with you always, even to the END 
OF THE WORI. D.“ As long as the 
world endures, there will be 3 to be 
taught, and diſcipled to Chriſt; and thoſe 
who are taught and baptized, muſt be in- 
| ſtructed in all the parts of duty. For the 
- Scripture is given 'to us to be the only 
ſtandard of right and wrong, and the ſu- 
preme directory in all religious matters till 
the end of time. We ſhall always ſtand in 
need of our bleſſed Redeemer's aſſiſtance; 
and, glory be to his great name] we have 
- a never-failing promiſe that ſuch aſſiſtance 
mall be given. Let us then, encouraged 
by it, and in full expectatign of its being 
i fulfilled, go. forth to our Yaviour's work, 
and e obſerve his directions; nei- 
ther awed by the frowns, nor allured by the 
flatteries of men; perfectly indifferent wit 
reſpect to the treatment we meet with ;— 
determined, under no conſideration, to“ be 
_conformed to this world ;”—or influenced 
by the dictates or examples of our deareſt 
__ © friends, where they deviate from the laws of 
- -.Chrift. — Let bis promife be our comfort, — 
© r word our guide, —and bis cet our ſup- 
= 2221 | 
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port; and let us not © fear what man can do 


unto us.” Let us all, both miniſters and 


people, with regard to all our Redeemer's 
promiſes, and to all his commands, unite ' 


onr hearts in pronouncing and ſubſcribing 


the laſt word of my text. Let us all ſay 


AMEN, So let it be; even ſo, Lord 
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And ſold by W. EDWARDS Rey SONS, Bookſeller, 
in Bali. 


I. PHE NECESSITY of SEARCHING | 
„ the SCRIPTURES. A nen, 
5 Price ad. 


Il. The FAITHFUL and WISE STE. 
WARD. A Sermon addreſſed to STS | 


Miniſters at an Aſſociation, Price 6d, 


| : HI. The MOURNING PARENT COM- I 
-- FORTED. The Subſtance of Two | 


.Sermons, occafioned by the death of the 
Author 8 * Price 4d. 
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IV. The SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT of 


the WAY of SALVATION. In two 
Parts. Price 1s. 1475 | 


v. FUNDAMENTALS of RELIGION 


in FAITH and PRACTICE. The Sub- 
ſtance of YO Sermons. Price *. bound. 


VI. The DUTY of a GOSPEL MINIS- 


TER explained and enforced. A Sermon 
delivered at Great Yarmouth, in Norfolk. 
e 9, 177 55 at the Ordination of the 
Rev. Mr. Benjamin Worſhip. With an 


Exhortation to the People, by the Rev. 
Mr. Thompſon, of Dota 5 ma an . „„ 


Fan Price 5 5 „ 25 


vn. An HUMBLE ESSAY on SEE 


TIAN BAPTISM, in which the Mean- 
ing of the Original Word, the Cuſtoms 
the Jews, and the Sentiments of the 
Ancient Fathers reſpecting this Ordinance, 
are impartially conſidered. The Second 
Edition. With Two Letters to the Rev. 
Stephen Addington, on the Subjects ans 
Mode of Baptiſm. Price is. 


f vii. The STROKE of DEATH 80035 ; b 


cally Improved: The Subſtance of a 


Sermon, occaſioned by the Death of Mrs. 


_- Suſannah Birley, late Wife of the Rev. 
George Birley, of St. Ives, in Hunting- + 
donſhire. To which is prefixed the Speech 
delivered at her Interment, by the Rev. 


Mr. Robinſon, of Cambridge. Price gd. 
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IX. A CATECHISM; or INSTRUC- 


"TIONS for Children and Youth, in the 
Fundamental Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
The Second Edition. Price 3d. 


Xx. An HUMBLE ESSAY on the Right 


Uſe of Earthly Treaſure, in three Letters. 
The Second Edition. Price 2d. 8 


XI. SCRIPTURE DIRECTIONS. and 


ENCOURAGEMENTs to Feeble Chriſ- 
tians. The Third Edition. Price 2d. 


XII. The CONSISTENT CHRISTIAN: 
Or, the Truth and Peace, Holineſs, Una- 
-nimity, Stedfaſtneſs, and Zeal, . recom- 
mended to Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. The 
Subſtance of Five Sermons, Price Is. 
FTF 

With ſeveral other lite Pieces 


